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SECTION A. Project Title:  Sawtooth Supercomputer Deployment 

 
SECTION B. Project Description and Purpose:   

 
The Advanced Modeling and Simulation organization needs to procure a new supercomputer to support advanced modeling and simulation (M&S). The new 
Collaborative Computing Center (C3) will house the computer. The C3 facility will supply cooling to support current and future modeling and simulation 
efforts. Once power and cooling requirements are determined for the new supercomputer, power and water connections will be made to each computer rack 
(analogous to plugging in an extension cord to a receptacle on one wall of a room and stringing it to a computer located on a desk at the other side of the 
room.)   
 
C3 is scheduled for occupancy in August 2019 with the installation of Sawtooth tentatively scheduled between September 2019 and the end of January 
2020.   
 
SECTION C. Environmental Aspects or Potential Sources of Impact:   

 
Generating and Managing Waste 
 
The proposed action will generate industrial waste such as packaging materials (wood, cardboard, plastic, etc.) scrap metal/wire, etc. Hazardous waste 
from typical installation activities could also be generated. 
 
Using, Reusing, and Conserving Natural Resources 
 
All applicable waste would be diverted from disposal in the landfill when possible. Program personnel would use every opportunity to recycle, reuse, 
and recover materials and divert waste from the landfill when possible. The program would practice sustainable acquisition, as appropriate and 
practicable, by procuring construction materials that are energy efficient, water efficient, are bio-based in content, environmentally preferable, non-
ozone depleting, have recycled content, and are non-toxic or less-toxic alternatives. 

 
 
SECTION D. Determine Recommended Level of Environmental Review, Identify Reference(s), and State Justification: Identify 

the applicable categorical exclusion from 10 Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) 1021, Appendix B, give the appropriate 
justification, and the approval date.  

 
For Categorical Exclusions (CXs), the proposed action must not: (1) threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit 
requirements for environmental, safety, and health, or similar requirements of Department of Energy (DOE) or Executive Orders; (2) 
require siting and construction or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment or facilities; (3) disturb hazardous 
substances, pollutants, contaminants, or Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)-
excluded petroleum and natural gas products that pre-exist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled or unpermitted 
releases; (4) have the potential to cause significant impacts on environmentally sensitive resources (see 10 CFR 1021). In addition, no 
extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal exist that would affect the significance of the action. In addition, the action is not 
“connected” to other action actions (40 CFR 1508.25(a)(1) and is not related to other actions with individually insignificant but 
cumulatively significant impacts (40 CFR 1608.27(b)(7)). 
 
References: 10 CFR 1021, Appendix B to Subpart D, B1.7 "Electronic equipment".  
 
Justification: Project activities are consistent with 10 CFR 1021, Appendix B to Subpart D, B1.7 "Acquisition, installation, operation, modification, and 
removal of electricity transmission control and monitoring devices for grid demand and response, communication systems, data processing equipment, and 
similar electronic equipment". 
 
Is the project funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act)  Yes  No 
 
Approved by Jason Sturm, DOE-ID NEPA Compliance Officer on: 5/01/2019 


