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SECTION B. Project Description and Purpose: 

 

 
 

 
 
 

CFA MDF 

 
The primary mission of the new CFA Main Distribution Frame (MDF)/Data Center is to provide updated MDF and data center capabilities for the 
INL, including system redundancy that is equivalent to Tier 2 and space and conduit routing for an upgrade to Tier 3 in the future. The intent is to 
address the aged nature of the existing data center and MDF capabilities at the CFA Complex and provide a foundation for additional computing 
requirements as INL’s needs adjust and grow into the future. 

The new CFA MDF/Data Center will include: 

• Construction of an (approximate) 11,000 sq. ft. single story MDF/data center which includes data center and support spaces, repair, field 
services, and storage spaces, and occupant and building support spaces. The building will be supported by a backup emergency generator. 

• Site utility tie-ins and extension to the building from the utility stubs placed within 10 feet of the building. 

• Structural, architectural, furniture, electrical, mechanical, fire protection, telecommunications, and security systems installations. 

• Systems startup, testing and commissioning. 

• Site developments which include storm sewer and drainage swale(s), driveway and parking, sidewalks and curbs, and minimal 
Xeriscape landscaping. 

 
 

The facility will be constructed in a previously disturbed area of CFA. More specifically, where the old CFA cafeteria was located. 

 

SECTION A. Project Title: CFA Main Distribution Frame (MDF)/Data Center 
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SECTION C. Environmental Aspects or Potential Sources of Impact: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Air Emissions 

NA 

 
Discharging to Surface-, Storm-, or Ground Water 

NA 

 
Disturbing Cultural or Biological Resources 

There is the potential for this work to impact vegetation and for project personnel to interact with various wildlife species. A Biological Resource 
Review will be arranged within two weeks prior to the initiation of any activities that might disturb soil or vegetation and again following 
completion of project activities. A nesting bird survey is included with the Biological Resource Review for actions occurring between April 1 - 
October 1 per compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Bat surveys are also included with the Biological Resource Review in accordance 
with the INL Bat Protection Plan. 

Cultural: A project-specific Section 106 review was completed under CRMO project number (BEA-25-007) and resulted in No Historic Properties 
Affected. Please refer to Hold Points and Project Specific Instructions of the ECP. 
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SECTION D. Determine Recommended Level of Environmental Review, Identify Reference(s), and State Justification: Identify the 
applicable categorical exclusion from 10 Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) 1021, Appendix B, give the appropriate justification, 
and the approval date. 

Generating and Managing Waste 
 

When wastes are generated, how they are disposed can adversely affect the environment. Managing wastes appropriately and responsibly and 
implementing recycling or reuse practices, where feasible, during project activities can reduce the potential impact on the environment. 

 
Releasing Contaminants 

When chemicals are used during the project there is the potential for spills that could impact the environment (air, water, soil). 

 
Using, Reusing, and Conserving Natural Resources 

Project description indicates materials will need to be purchased or used that require sourcing materials from the environment. Being conscientious 
about the types of materials used could reduce the impact to our natural resources. 

 
Environmental Justice 

NA 
 

 
For Categorical Exclusions (CXs), the proposed action must not: (1) threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements 
for environmental, safety, and health, or similar requirements of Department of Energy (DOE) or Executive Orders; (2) require siting and 
construction or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment or facilities; (3) disturb hazardous substances, pollutants, 
contaminants, or Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)-excluded petroleum and natural gas 
products that pre-exist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled or unpermitted releases; (4) have the potential to cause significant 
impacts on environmentally sensitive resources (see 10 CFR 1021). In addition, no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal exist that 
would affect the significance of the action. In addition, the action is not “connected” to other action actions (40 CFR 1508.25(a)(1) and is not related 
to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant impacts (40 CFR 1608.27(b)(7)). 

References: B1.15 "Support buildings" 

Justification: Based on the purpose and need and description of the proposed action and potential environmental impacts, the proposed action fits 
within the class of actions that is listed in Appendix B CX B1.15. There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposed action that may 
affect the significance of the environmental effects of the proposal. The proposed action has not been segmented to meet the definition of a 
categorical exclusion. This proposal is not connected to other actions with potentially significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.25(a)(1)), is not related to 
other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.27(b)(7)) and is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 
10 CFR 1021.211 concerning limitations on actions during preparation of an environmental impact statement. 

Authorizing the proposed action will not (1) threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, 
and health, including DOE and/or Executive orders; (2) require siting of new facilities or expansion of existing facilities; (3) disturb hazardous 
substances, pollutants, or contaminants; (4) adversely affect environmentally sensitive resources; or (5) involve genetically engineered organisms, 
synthetic biology, governmentally designated noxious weeds, or invasive species. 

B1.15 Support buildings. Siting, construction or modification, and operation of support buildings and support structures (including, but not limited to, 
trailers and prefabricated and modular buildings) within or contiguous to an already developed area (where active utilities and currently used roads 
are readily accessible). Covered support buildings and structures include, but are not limited to, those for office purposes; parking; cafeteria services; 
education and training; visitor reception; computer and data processing services; health services or recreation activities; routine maintenance 
activities; storage of supplies and equipment for administrative services and routine maintenance activities; security (such as security posts); fire 
protection; small-scale fabrication (such as machine shop activities), assembly, and testing of non-nuclear equipment or components; and similar 
support purposes, but exclude facilities for nuclear weapons activities and waste storage activities, such as activities covered in B1.10, B1.29, B1.35, 
B2.6, B6.2, B6.4, B6.5, B6.6, and B6.10 of this appendix. 

Is the project funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act) ☐ Yes  ☒ No 

Approved by Robert Douglas Herzog, DOE-ID NEPA Compliance Officer on: 4/17/2025 
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